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Introduction and Executive Summary

On average, there are 260 callisons involving bicydes every year in the Didrict
of Columbia and about 609 involving pededrians.  The Didrict government is
committed to bringing these numbers down, while smultaneoudy incressng the
amount of bicyding and waking in Washington. The fird step in reducing
collisons is determining where, when and why they are occurring.

Most of the information about bicycle and pedestrian crashes in this report is
dravn from the Didrict of Columbids Traffic Accident Reporting and Andyss
Sysem (TARAYS) data filess TARAS was developed in 1994 to help the DC
Department of Public Works and various other agencies andyze traffic accidents
in the Didrict. The TARAS gpplication is designed to accept certain information
from the Police Department’'s PD-10 accident reporting form, and to manipulate
the data for anaytica and reporting purposss’  Accident reports are collected and
input on an anua basis. Currently, the sysem contains reports from 1997 to
1999. The statigticsin this report are based on these three years.

In addition, some Nationd Park Service data was available for the study period.
Where possble, this information has been added to TARAS data to provide a
more complete picture of bicycle and pededirian crashes in the Didrict.  This data
has been footnoted where added.

Bdow isasummary of some of the primary findings of this andyss

#«0ver the course of the three years dudied, there were two cyclist
fataities, which occurred in 1999. There were 48 pededtrian fatdities
resulting from collisons during the same time period, incduding one on
National Park Servicelands.

&en the three-year time period, there were 38,192 reported traffic
collisons. Of those, about 2%, or 774, involved cycligts, and amost
5%, or 1,785, involved pedestrians. NPS data shows approximately 35
bicycle collisons and 43 pedestrian collisons during the study period.

&efFrom 1997 to 1999 there were an average of 270 collisons per year
involving bicycdes and 609 involving pedestrians.

&eor both cyclig and pededtrian collisons, the worst time of day is the
evening rush hour—mog collisons occurred during the 3:30-7:30pm
time frame. This is likedy due to the fact that mogst trips take place
during the evening rush hour. The next most dangerous time of the
day for both cyclists and pedestrians was the middle of the day—from
10:00am to 3:30pm.

! TARAS User's Manual, December 2000.



&N the pededrian incidents, “Pededrian violation” was cited as the
primary contributing circumstance.  For bicyde incidents, the primary
contributing circumgtance is shown as “Other” This is a reporting
flaw the Didrict plans to correct.

&eCydigs in the 26-35 year old age group were mogt likely to be in a
collison, while pedestrians age 15 and younger were mogt likely to be
involved in acalligon.

#&The word intersections for bicycle collisons are both in Ward 2 a:
13" & | Sts. and Connecticut Ave. & L St., NW—logging 7
collisons each over the 3year time period. The worgt intersection for
pededtrian collisons is Benning Rd. & Minnesota Ave., NE, in Ward
7, which logged 9 collisons over the 3year time period. Interestingly,
only one intersection, Wisconsin Ave. and M St., NW, was one of the
worgt for both pedestrians and cyclistls. There were 8 pedestrian
collisons and 4 cydlig collisons over the 3-year period.

#eMogt automobile drivers involved in accidents were mae, and the
median age for all drivers involved in callisons with cycligs was 36,
in collisons with pedesrians—38. Mogt drivers involved in fad
accidents with pededtrians or cyclistss were mae. See the following
chart.
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The last report of this kind was done in 1979. A number of the same dangers and
unsafe practices that were occurring in 1979 4ill contribute to bike and pedestrian
collisons today. In 1979, mos collisons were occurring during daylight hours in
dense resdential and commercia aress. The same was true for the 1997-1999



period. In 1979, cycliss and pedestrians were as likey to be a fault for a
collison as the automobile driver was. The same is 4ill true.  In 1979, older
children and young adults were mog likely involved in bike collisons and the
sameistruefor this study period.

A couple things have changed, however. For example, in 1979, children and the
elderly were mogt likely to be involved in pededtrian collisons. In the 1997-1999
time period, children and adults age 36-45 were most likely involved in pedestrian
calligons. Also, in 1979, most collisons were occurring during nor-rush hour,
while in this sudy period, most collisions occurred during the evening rush hour.

This is a citicd time for the Didrict—and for the entire region—with respect to
trangportation.  As transportation plans address mgor issues like traffic and air
pollution, and residents condder dternatives to the automobile, the safety of those

who choose hicyding and waking is paramount.



